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The National Security Agency (NSA) may come to 
Utah with a lot of secrets-but the increase of jobs and 
possible decrease of power may not be so secretive. 

The NSA, based in Baltimore, maxed out the cities 
power resources. Utah’s new intelligence data center 
might need upward of 65 megawatts – roughly the 
equivalent electrical load of every home in Salt Lake 
City. No wonder they maxed out Baltimore. 

Now it’s time to relocate.

The NSA will be building a data center at the Nation-
al Guard base in Camp Williams near Lehi. The 200-
acre facility, which received a $181.5 million start after 
President Obama signed a war spending bill in which 
Congress agreed to pay for primary construction, 
power access and security infrastructure, is sched-
uled to be completed in less than a year, according to 
NSA construction documents dated April 2009. The 
construction of the facility, which will have a footprint 
about three times the size of the Utah State Capitol 
building, could be completed by March 2013.
Selection of the Utah National Guard property on 
Camp Williams, for the data center was based on a 
detailed process that incorporated “must have” and 
“desired” parameters to determine the optimum site 
for a data center, according to NSA documents.

The initial project is for the basic utility infrastruc-
ture and site perimeter security in preparation for 
the data center. $22 million of this includes getting 
necessary utilities and storm water management set 
up; $6.5 million of site improvements and demoli-
tion; and $52.6 million in primary electrical service. 
Planned security measures include antiterrorism/force 
protection around the perimeter, at $6.8 million; a 
$9.4 million interim vehicle inspection center for use 
during construction; and a survey to ensure that all 
unexploded ordnance is removed.

So, how is this addition to Utah going to be taken? 
The pros and cons have been weighed and will con-
tinue to be weighed as the federal dollars are brought 
into Utah.
Looking first at the positive aspect, U.S. Rep. Jason 
Chaffetz, R-Utah, said the construction of this data 
site will provide more than 1,000 high-paying jobs. 
The federal government will be putting a pretty 

penny into the pockets of those employees who have been 
recruited and hired for their intelligence. Those pretty 
pennies aren’t coming from Utah taxpayers. This money is 
“brand new,” so to say, coming from the government. And 
what are those employees going to turn around and do 
with that money? They will go grocery shopping. They will 
stop at Home Depot to do some house repairs. They will 
be paying for their children to attend public school. That 
money will then be cycled into Utah’s economy.
If on average a NSA employee earns $80,000 a year, and 
there are an estimated 1,000 jobs to be given, that is $80 
million coming into the state of Utah from the federal 
government; and that is $80 million that will be staying 
here. 

“This is great news for our economy,” Chaffetz said.
Not only will the construction of the NSA provide 
more than 1,000 high-tech jobs, the construction of this 
1-million-square-foot building will provide hundreds of 
jobs for construction companies.
Alan Rindlisbacher, a former state economic development 
officer who now advises one of Utah’s largest contracting 
companies, told The Salt Lake Tribune the NSA project 
would be “enormous.” And it couldn’t have come at a bet-
ter time, he said, noting that Utah’s construction industry 
has been one of the hardest-hit sectors during the recent 
recession.
“You look at this type of a project, and there is no ques-
tion it will have a positive impact on jobs created for the 
construction industry,” said Rindlisbacher, marketing 
director for Layton Construction Co. 
Rindlisbacher said he believed the project could have an 
economic impact similar to that of the City Creek Center 
project. Without that $1.5 billion effort, which is be-
ing funded by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, the local construction industry “would be dismal,” 
he said.

Construction company project managers in charge of 
designing, electrical wiring, plumbers, concrete layers, 
painters, craftsmen and decorators will all have jobs being 
paid by the federal government. 
BYU students, 77 percent of whom speak a second lan-
guage, have a great opportunity to apply their skills. BYU 
has hosted the NSA at past Career/Internship fairs and 
will welcome them again in September. Students such as 
Adam Dyal, international relations major from Medford, 
Ore., are interested in what the NSA has to offer them 
after graduation and after the site is completed. 

“The hiring process is interesting because of how many 
different areas they are interested in,” Dyal said. “They are 
constantly looking for new people in different areas 



of study so it is just a matter of finding what you are 
interested in and submitting your resume. They told us 
that for International Relations it is best to get a masters 
degree, but they are looking for anybody from business 
majors to engineers to linguists.” 

The con of having the NSA relocate to Camp Williams 
is the worry of sufficient power to feed such a huge need 
for energy. 
Rocky Mountain Power officials confirmed with The 
Salt Lake Tribune that their company has been in nego-
tiations with the National Security Agency about how 
best to fill the agency’s energy needs. The question is, are 
current customers going to be adversely affected by their 
new energy-hungry neigh  bor? 

Rocky Mountain spokeswoman Margaret Oler said the 
company had a “planning process” in place to deal with 
high-demand customers, but she repeatedly declined to 
assure that there would be no adverse affects.
Oler noted, that although the proposed NSA facility’s 
power needs were vast, those needs were but a fraction 
of a percent of what the utility reliably provides to Utah 
and several adjoining states it serves.

“We are a company that is equipped to do the planning, 
to bring that service to them and still be able to serve 
our existing customers,” she said. The cost and power it 
will take to control the enormity of the NSA’s servers is 
huge.


